Figure S1 
Material included:
Figure S1 . A hairpin RNA template leads to a product of the expected length. Purified LASV L protein Strep407 was either pre-incubated with the standard vRNA template used throughout the study, i.e. the conserved 19-nt 5'-end with an additional 5'G residue, followed by addition of the 19-nt 3' genome end (control), or a 47-nt hairpin RNA template containing the terminal 19 nt of 3' and 5' vRNA ends including the additional 5'G residue connected by a linker sequence (HP vRNA). Reactions were carried out in presence of NTPs supplemented with [α] 32 P-GTP for 30 min at 30°C. Products were separated by denaturing gel electrophoresis and visualized by autoradiography. Both lanes originate from the same gel and have been cut for presentation reasons. Figure 3C . RNA binding of LASV L protein Strep407 to the 5' and 3' RNA (see Tab. 1) was determined by an electrophoretic mobility shift assay (EMSA). 0.6 µM of L protein was incubated in a 1:1 ratio with RNA at increasing NaCl concentrations (50 to 1050 mM). The protein-RNA complex was separated from the free RNA by native PAGE and visualized by phosphor screen autoradiography using a Typhoon scanner (GE Healthcare). 
Figure S2. Exemplary gel image for

